spent so much labour had been destroyed. They
were relieved to find as the air grew clearer that the
crater was short of the defences. The enemy came
boldly on and tried to scale the parapet by hooking
a huge ladder with a double row of rungs onto the
sole of an embrasure. On reaching the top they
thrust in the muzzles of their muskets and fired,
without shewing their faces, but were soon dis-
lodged by the men of the 52nd, under Major Ap-
thorp, with hand-grenades and musketry.
The second mine to be sprung was the one that
had been reported at the Brigade Mess. This too
fell short and only reached the countermine., which
was empty at the time, the miners having just come
up for their grog. cNo damage to us/ wrote Captain
Fulton afterwards, 'and their own labour spoilt
more effectually by their own act than it would
have been an hour later by us/ The enemy
attacked in force on this side also, but were repulsed
with heavy loss.
Further assaults were delivered and repelled at
the Slaughterhouse, Times*, Sago's, and the Finan-
cial posts. The Clock Tower battery opened fire on the
Treasury post but was quickly silenced by Aitken's
new 18-pounder. The sepoys were very proud of their
battery and delighted with the gun, which they
served themselves assisted by three artillerymen.
*We load it,' they said, 'and Aikeen Sahib fires it.7
In an hour or two the assault was over, though for
some time the enemy maintained a heavy fusillade
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